
 
 

ñéthat the whole world will know that there is a God in Israelò I Samuel 17:46 

URGENT!  
We are begging you to please consider our plea for your mercy and aid!  

 

Dear fellow beloved Missouri Synod brothers, sisters, pastors and church leaders, 
 

Grace and peace in the name of our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus.  For many of you this correspondence is the 
third, and as such, the final in a series of special letters that have been and are being forwarded to you, our LCMS 
family members.  These correspondences have been sent out to you and well over 4,000 congregations and indi-
viduals within the LCMS in an effort to share with you our cry for mercy and aid as our congregation faces an ex-
tremely dire circumstance.  As has been shared in the previous two correspondences, the Crosspointe family is on 
the precipice of extinction as a mission outpost for the Lordôs kingdom.  The two preceding correspondences pro-
vided you with most of the details that have led to these tragic circumstances.  To review the two previous corre-
spondences you may do so by logging on to our web site at www.cccforyou.com and clicking on the icon 
ñResurrection Project.ò 
 

As of this writing, out of the over 4,000 recipients of the previous two correspondents 
regarding our plea for mercy and aid (which translates into well over 8,000 electronic 
mailings to congregations and individuals) we have received a grand total of $2,600.00 
from 5 congregations.  Obviously, as we would hope you might understand, we are 
deeply disappointed and saddened by such a meager response.  Such a responseðor 
lack thereofðappears to reveal that our very real plight has either been dismissed as an 
unworthy cause or just simply passed over as unimportant.  Though we still cling to the 

reality that our Lord has not, nor will not forsake us in our dire need, 
the response to our desperate plea for help from our brothers and sis-
ters within our beloved synod has thus far left a terribly empty and deep feeling of abandonment 
within the hearts of our weary members.   
 

In one sense our seeking of what we believed to be a minimal gift of only $200.00 per recipient 
makes this all the more disheartening.   We truly believed that a request of such a small propor-
tion in terms of any congregationôs financial treasure - and likewise that of an individualôs financial 
resourcesðwould not be seen as a tremendously difficult financial burden to undertake by you 
our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, despite these trying financial times.  One fellow congre-

gation that did respond with a gift of mercy is itself a mission congregation who, though facing their own trying fi-
nancial times as they seek to develop a mission for Christ, not only answered our plea for aid, they doubled their 
gift sending us $400.00!  Thus, we are left wondering if we were asking too much of those we truly believed the 
Lord would have us turn to? 
 

Still, to be sure, once again we would remind you and all those whom we have been led to con-
tact that though we have longed for what we recognize would be a miraculous response of grace 
and mercy, we in no way seek to lay any guilt or blame at your feet.  We fully recognized from 
the onset of this campaign that should we find success it would be at the moving of Godôs Spirit 
of mercy and grace among His people and not due to our being deserving of such compassion-
ate action.  We also fully understood the real possibility that we may not find success, realizing 
some could very well be critical of our efforts. 
 

Due to several of the responses received, we have come to understand that to some our plea for 
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aid has been critically dissected and even harshly criticized as being 
audacious, selfish or simply downright ridiculous.  Some have claimed 
we failed to follow ñproper protocolò in terms of solicitation of funds.  
Forgive us for we were not aware that when someone was in dire 
need there was a mandate for a protocol in terms of appealing for 
mercy and care from fellow Christians.   
 

Other responses have varied in terms of criticisms and accusations.  
Some have stated that they could not bring themselves to offer us aid 
due to what they perceive as our being ñashamedò of our Lutheran 

identity as evidenced by the exclusion of ñLutheranò in our official name.  We find the insinuation that we are not a 
ñconfessionalò Lutheran congregation is simply a judgment without any factual evidence.  One would be hard-

pressed to make such claims if they knew our extremely conservative 
Lutheran stances regarding the Word and Sacramentsðincluding a 
requirement that all Spiritual leaders are given an in-depth course on 
the Augsburg Confession.  We have since gone to greater lengths to 
offer our apology regarding our rationale for the exclusion of the des-
ignation ñLutheranò in our name.  You may find this response on our 
churchôs web site at www.cccforyou.com.  One may disagree with 
our overall premise for such behavior, but the premise does not 
make us any less Lutheran in terms of our profession of faith.  
 

In a matter that brings clear relevance to the issue above, recent de-
velopments within the ELCA and their latest convention vote to ap-

prove of the ordination of clergy in same sex relationships certainly brings yet further confusion to our witness as 
Lutheran Christians.  We would contend that those outside of our Lutheran faith will make no distinction between 
ñsynodsò and simply ñlumpò all Lutherans together thereby including our church body among those who reject the 
Biblical teachings regarding the sin of homosexuality.  So how will we offer a distinguishing identification so as to 
refute such erroneous beliefs?  Have we even thought of such real-life ramifications? 

 

Others have suggested in their criticisms of our plea that we look to the ñAblazeò movement 
for our support.  Their assessment of our ministry is such that they believe we fit the mold of 
all that ñAblazeò is about.  In point of fact, we would tend to agree with such an assessment.  
Crosspointe is no doubt somewhat of a ñposter childò for the expressed goals and objectives 
of this church-wide endeavor.  Unfortunately, our pleas to those charged with oversight of 
the ñAblazeò movement were met with no response.  We will address this matter in a later 
portion of this correspondence. 
 

Still others have informed us that they were not made aware of our plea 
because those who received such within their congregationôs leader-

ship never relayed our plight to their congregational membership.   Obviously we had hoped 
that our dire need would have reached the ears of as many of Godôs people as possible and 
not be censored or forgotten by those who are charged with the care for the people of God.   
Our prayer would be that the faithful leaders of Godôs people would share all that God might 
desire for His peopleðincluding opportunities to display their own hearts of mercy and kind-
ness to hurting members of the Body of Christ.  If you have previously withheld our plea from 
your members, or simply tossed such aside without sharing it with them we beg of you, please 
allow the Lord to speak to the whole Body of Christ under your care.  We so need Godôs people to hear. 
 

Despite all of the above, we the families of Crosspointe continue to believe that we are fol-
lowing the Lordôs guidance.  Though at the risk of exposure to all of the above, we remain 
committed to the task at hand.  We have willingly opened ourselves up for those who seek 
to criticize our previous errors and thus may choose to scorn our current efforts.  Yet even 
so we still earnestly believe the Lord is in this campaign with us and His Spirit is leading us 
to continue to seek His rescue through our pleas to you.  Some have asked us why we 
have continued to fight on.  It has been suggested that we simply accept our ñfateò as it is 
and allow for what some believe to be the inevitableðthe tragic, but true closing of our mis-
sion.  After much prayer, we feel led to share with you what most motivates us to press for-
ward with the fight to survive.  We would take this final opportunity to share with you that 
our convictions in this regard go far deeper than just saving a church building and property.   



Thus in this third and final attempt to persuade you to come to our rescue we desire to share 
with you the greatest motivation for our efforts and quite possibly the saddest and most tragic 
reality these circumstances have brought to bear upon us all.  We firmly believe this motiva-
tion lies within the heart of God and has been infused into the heart and spirit of the people of 
Crosspointe.  
 

As we noted in previous correspondences, Crosspointe 
made the courageous decision to re-locate its ministries 10 
years ago.   Our expressed intentions were to save and re-
vitalize a ministry that we prayerfully concluded was destined 

to close its doors in its former untenable circumstances.  At that time our greatest 
objective was to follow what we believed was the Lordôs leading to restore our 
congregationôs ability to make an impact in terms of kingdom-growth for Jesus 
Christ ï particularly  in terms of renewing the life and passion of our current mem-

bers with regard to reaching out into that community the Lord 
might plant us within.   
 

As has been previously shared, we did indeed find a large degree of success in both areas.  We 
not only grew in our discipleship within the Lutheran faith, but also welcomed literally dozens of 
new converts to the Lutheran faith itselfðnearly tripling in membership from the original 60 
ñpioneersò who participated in the re-location to over 180 members. There has been no doubt the 
Lord led us to a tremendously ripe mission field as we were planted in the State of Ohioôs fastest 
growing communityðHamilton Township, OH with over 5,000 new homes built in the last 7 years.   

 

Most within our Church body are quite familiar with the data that has been placed before our 
entire LCMS membership which depicts the sad reality that the LCMS as a Church body has 
been suffering losses in the tens of thousands over the previous two decades and unfortu-
nately the tide is not turning in the other direction.  With an average of 20 to 30,000 losses 
per year the LCMS faces quite the challenge.  Unfortunately we believe that all too often 
these statistics come across as merely numbers ï nameless, faceless numbers ï which then 
become relatively easy to dismiss.  Crosspointe, having seen the success the Lord has gra-
ciously given to us in terms of bringing in dozens of previous non-Lutherans into LCMS mem-
bership ï has not been able to dismiss such losses so easily. 

 

We would call your attention to the many photographs which have been ñcut & pastedò 
throughout this correspondence.  These photos are the faces of a portion of the families who 
have left our congregation over the course of just the last 18 monthsðall of them due in most 
part to the circumstances we face today.  There are many others who are not pictured in this 
correspondence who have likewise left our membership (well over 125 souls).  We certainly 
realize every congregation suffers painful membership losses to some degree.  Still, such 
losses within a mission plant are devastatingly difficult to overcome.  Even more, 98% of these 
families were recent converts to the Lutheran faith and have thus joined the 25-30,000 losses 
we as a corporate Church body incur each year.  
   

What is most disheartening, is that these are not simply photographs, but real peopleðsouls that our Savior shed 
His precious blood for.  We beg of you to please let that sink in.  Each 
week that goes by brings with it the possibility of another of these fami-
lies exiting our congregation.  What is most tragic is that the great ma-
jority of these families either move on to some non-denominational 
congregation or simply stop attending church altogether.  Most often 
they leave disillusioned regarding our Church body, wondering why we 
could not receive the needed help they believed a Christian Church 
should have afforded us.  Whether a justifiable assumption on their 
part or not, the reality of their disillusionment remains. Even more, 
whatever the direction these families have chosen to go via such disil-
lusionment, they ultimately become real losses to our Church body as 
a whole.  
 

We felt it may help you to understand what motivates us to continue on with this campaign by placing the faces of 
just a portion of the numbers of lost families we have experienced in just the preceding 18-month period due to our   


